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International Summer School „Floodplain Ecology“ 

Osijek, 7 -11 July, 2025 

 

International Summer School „Floodplain Ecology“ was held in Osijek from 7-11 of July, 

2025. Participants were from University of J. J. Strossmayer in Osijek, Department of Biology; 

University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Department of Water, Atmosphere 

and Environment, IHG; University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts; University of Belgrade, 

Institute for Multidisciplinary Research, and University of Tirana, Faculty of Natural Sciences. 

During their stay, the students attended several lectures given by professors on floodplain 

ecology, floodplain management, and ecological and hydrological characteristics of 

floodplains. 

Participants took part in fieldwork activities in Kopački Nature Park, such as bird and 

herpetofauna monitoring, and the collection of phytoplankton, zooplankton and 

macrozoobenthos samples. After that, they analyzed the collected samples in the laboratories 

at the Department of Biology. The Tikveš Castle Complex in Kopački Rit Nature Parkand the 

Vučedol Culture Museum were also visited, where participants had an opportunity to gain 

insight into the history of these areas. 
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Activity Schedule 

Monday (July 7, 2025) 

UNIOS, Department of Biology 

9.00 -12-00 - Opening remarks - prof. Tanja Žuna Pfeiffer (UNIOS); Introduction to 
floodplain ecology – prof. Melita.Mihaljević /UNIOS); Ecology of fish fauna in floodplains - 
prof. Gorčin Cvijanović /Serbia/;  

12.00 -15.00 - Official registration and lunch time; 

15.00 -17.00 - Work with historical sources: an introduction for students of life sciences: 
examples from the environmental history of fresh water environments – prof. Žiga Zwitter 
(Slovenia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectures at Department of Biology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectures at the NP Kopački rit Visitor Center 
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Tuesday (July 8, 2025) 

8.00 - 12.00 - Kopački rit Nature Park - NPKR Visitor Center: - lectures: Floodplain ecology 
and management - general - prof. Thomas Hein (BOKU); Management of Nature Park Kopački 
rit - dr.Vlatko Rožac  (NPKR);  

12.00 - 13.00 – NPKR Lake Sakadaš: Methods and sampling of freshwater biocenoses – 
phytoplankton, zooplankton, periphyton, benthic fauna – prof. Dubravka Špoljarić Maronić 
(UNIOS); doc. Anita Galir Balkić (UNIOS), doc. Barbara Vlaičević (UNIOS), dr. Olena Bilous 
(BOKU) 

13.00 – 15.00 - Kopačevo: Lunch time (NPKR) 

15.00 – 17.00 - NPKR Tikveš Museum – official presentation NPKR; Lectures:  Ecological 
values and biodiversity of ornitofauna and herpetofauna – introduction – prof. Olga Jovanović 
Glavaš (UNIOS).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to the NPKR Lake Sakadaš – methods and sampling of freshwater biocenoses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official presentation at the NPKR Tikveš Museum 
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Wednesday (July 9, 2025) 

8.00 – 12.00 – field classes - Kopački rit Nature Park - Ornitofauna and herpetofauna – 
monitoring and ecology – prof. Olga Jovanović Glavaš (UNIOS) – NPKR official guidance 
support  

12.00 – 13.00 - Boat tour – NPKR  

13.00 – 15-00 - Lunch time  

16..00 – 20.00 - field visit - Danube - Vukovar – Vučedol Culture Museum and Archaeological 
Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPKR monitoring and ecology of ornitofauna and herpetofauna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kopački rit Nature Park boat tour 
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Field visit to the Vukovar – Vučedol Culture Museum and Archaelogical Site 

 

Thursday (July 10, 2025) 

UNIOS, Department of Biology 

9.00 – 13.00 – Species-rich meadow agroecosystems in floodplains and beyond: learning from 
history for a sustainable future – prof. Ž. Zwitter (Slovenia); Algae in water monitoring – prof. 
Olena Bilous (BOKU) Management of floodplains - prof. T. Hein (BOKU); 

13.00 – 15.00 – Lunch time (Student campus) 

15.00 – 20.00 – Laboratory analyses of biocenoses - all teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Žiga Zwitter lectures and laboratory analyses with doc. Anita Galir 
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Friday (July 11, 2025) 

UNIOS, Department of Biology 

9.00 – 13.00 – Panel discussion and conclusions- all teachers;   

Evaluation - student reports about the findings and discuss, interesting results and how this 
might be affected by changes in management or due to climate change (warming and changing 
discharge) – leading - prof. M. Mihaljević  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Summer School “Floodplain Ecology” participants in front of the Department of 

Biology, University of J.J. Strossmayer in Osijek 
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Student impressions 
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List of participants 

Participant University 

Thomas Hein, PhD, Full Professor BOKU  

Olena Bilous, PhD BOKU 

Žiga Zwitter, PhD, Assistant Professor University of Ljubljana, 

Faculty of Arts 

Gorčin Cvijanović, PhD, Associate 

Professor 

University of Belgrade, 

Institute for 

Multidisciplinary Research 

Melita Mihaljević, PhD, Full Professor UNIOS 

Tanja Žuna Pfeiffer, PhD, Associate 

Professor 
UNIOS 

Dubravka Špoljarić Maronić, PhD, 

Associate Professor 
UNIOS 

Olga Jovanović Glavaš, PhD, Associate 

Professor 

UNIOS 

Anita Galir, PhD, Assistant Professor UNIOS 

Barbara Vlaičević, PhD, Assistant 

Professor 
UNIOS 

Vlatko Rožac, PhD, Senior Advisor NPKR 

Bhargavi Nerikar, student BOKU 

James Nxytubase Nkhoswe, student BOKU 

Laura Wagner, student BOKU 

Viola Çova, student University of Tirana, 

Faculty of Natural Sciences 

Nadija Čehajić, student BOKU 

Fran Prašnikar, assistant UNIOS 

Matea Dent, student UNIOS 
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Technical support: Fran Prašnikar 

CEEPUS assistant: Mr. sc. Ines Arbanas 

Summer School Team Leader: Prof. dr. sc. Melita Mihaljević 

 

In Osijek, July, 2025. 

Nikolina Bek, PhD, assistant UNIOS 

*UNIOS – Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek 

*BOKU - Universität für Bodenkultur, Wien, 

*NPKR – Nature Park Kopački rit, Croatia 


